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AN INFORMAL DISCUSSiON OF POETIC FORM 

By Wn,LtAY CAB.UlS WU,LIA:\fS, 

Auditorillm of the University, 
\Vedoeaday, April )6, ~94J. 

'I'he difficulty is to keep SlteJI a talk as thi~nfonnal. 
After all, thet·c is ))0 gl'cat point at issue. f'Ve arc here for the 

most part to look at each other, to recognize in each other-that 
curious complexity called a writer, to encourage and to learn. But 
most to try to fi nd a means, through the art which we p!'flctice, to 
eommunicate with each other-for what may come of.i!J 

The study of poetry is based stil( largely 011 metaphysical criteria. 
This makes for flS !nllny aPP,'o!lches to any given poem as there al'C 
schools or attitudes of titongh t ill the wodd. 

This richness may have its rewards but it is likely to cause a 
great conIusion in the mind of the student. Wllat should be our 
basic attitude towarc1 a poem, any poem, there, lying on the pageT 
It is acceptable, l'epellant' Is it a work of al·t 01' a sn b-menlal 
impertinence 01' both' 

Upon what shall 11 judgment be based ' If we can get to that, 
we can get to something, we can unclen;tand together. 

A beginning is made toward a eiarifiClltion among' this swarming 
mixture of approaches by cutting aeross aU categol'ies and declaring 
flatly: 

Every poem either is or is not related to the structural character 
of its OWIl age. Then I wou ld go on to say : that unless n poem is 
so related it lIas already lost its primllry opportunity and significance. 

Drop that there and let me make II1l0ther statement: 
'rhe al'ts ~re reaUy the It istory of the mind. J f they are cramped 

or inadequate the mind will be found to have been deformed-a::! 
much so as were the feet of Chinese women, formedy, to indicate 
their aristocracy. 

1'hns we have two statements-tlle poem is or is not related to the 
grnctlll'a l character of it.s own age atld the poem in itself eonstitutef:l 
the lJistory of the mind. 

'1'0 earry the argument still fu r thcr let me insist that the poem 
prescnts the history of the mind in any age p r imarily by its sh'ucture 
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-which, if the poem is to matter at all , will represent in some par­
t icular the true stnlctUl'C of that age which produces it, 

What wc need in , 'el'se tooay is a great technician, 
' \1e need one who Cllll heat' the "normal" languiI!Le find who 

knows the patterns of the PMt to "forget them, l 'hen to invent, that 
is, to red iscover in tb e vel'llacular about him, as a fresh insight, the 
simple elements that , also, made up the ol d rigidit ies-and rein­
tegrAte them among the living material into adequate modern forms 
expansive enough to include the whole il.1'm amentari ull1 of the mind 
as we h."llOW it today,- forms uncl'llll'lped, ul1elipped , ullcompl'cssed 
struchu'ully into those past "aristocracies" which are today dam­
nable in their deform ing limi.tations, 

'I' he language is the thing. The lanb'Uage must not be deformei: 
t.o fit the pattern of t he verse. 'fhe verse must be t l'/UlsfOI'med to 
fit the ex igencies of t he langllage. 

By debased rig idit ies of pa ttern, if we are not c81'efnl , Ollr vehicle 
of commllnication, OUI' language will be fals ified and if in its 
structure, you may be sure in its meaning also, ' Vc arc likely to 
be made to say what we do not intend and to C<lme off brutalized 
thereby. 

T.Jct 11S remembcl', tJle elements of composition are always free 
and availab!e-if we h ave the gonius to find them; it is Qu ly in theil' 
outworn entanglements of past usage that they ty r l'Ollize over us 
and need breal(ing down and ,»ot in theil' essence. ' 

'r he cleansing and rell8bilitation of the language g ives the poet 
much of his seriousness of pUl'pose facing the world, 

So, before reading a few poems by way of illustration-let me 
go back a moment fO I' emphasis, hel'o and there, an d the clabora­
ti on of one 0 1' two po ints : 

1. There are many ways of look ing at a poem, all of them mis­
leading unless fo unded upon stl'lleture. 

2, A poem is a use of 11JJ)Lds (as em phasized by Gert rude Stein ) 
wh ich when taken with the stcu~,'e together comprise its fOI· m- I 
the elemen ts of for m being : the li11e (What is it to bet ) an d the 
tuo1·d, its sclect ion, position and sW!uence in the line. 

Bllt now somet hing ex traordiuMY takes place-which is the es· 
sence of p ooh"), : the form ach ieved·, becomcs itsclf a "word", the 
most significan t of aU, t hat dominates every oilier word in the poem, 

N01'I! : Ima~, which had a use in focusi ng the attention upon the im· 
portllUec of concrete illUlgery in the poem, lost ita place finally because as II. .form. 
~t~k.eJl structural neeesai.ty. The image served for everything, 80 

that the etructure, a wenker and wellker free verse, degennrated ftnlllly into a 
condition very nendy resembling in moaninglessncss that of the .onnet, 
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"The " objectivists" attempted to remedy this fault by fusing with each 
Image n form in its OWII rigllt--but there were few sueceeses-or havo been few 
flO :far. 

'fhe structural app'·oack has two phases, the fi l'8t , the selection of 
forms from poems already achieved, to restuff' them witl1 metaphysical 
and other matter, and, the second, to pa rallel t he inventive impetm; 
of other times with sl1'uctnr~1 conccpts derived fl·om Our own day, 

The first is weak and the second St" '01!g , 

NOTE : This does not imply that the men who take the posltions one way 
or the other are either weak or strong, The thing to remember is tlult weak and 
atrong are bolll phas88 of the Btructural approach. 

T be weak npproach (to tbe intricacics of poetic for m) is typifi ed 
by the teaching attitude. 'reaching- that is, the academy-is pre. 
dominantly wcak in this rcspect . It can't be otherwise and thls, in 
fact, is its strength. It is thc throne of precedent, Bnt because of 
this it tends to anogate to itself, mistakenly, prerogativcs which, some­
times, it does not dcserve. 

The strQng approach-made thrQUgh the yernacular....by attelJ.tiou. 
~ its modulated churact;.t, inventing from that-is rclegated too 
often to the services of outlaws. Over long per iods the weak up . 
proach tends to culmi nate in the strong, establiShing t he peaks of 
li terature. 

NOTR: The validity of this entil'e proposol (that structure is of lIuch pre· 
eminent importance in II. peenl) hall been questioned, by the aeademy, the point 
being raised that Villon did not inTent but took over tllC ballad, a form hackneyed 
h,Y eourt use, in his day almost a. popular gutlle. But VlUon dignified it to sueh 
powerful advaatage that his use of it constitutes hi itself a unique meaning, lin 
llJ[oollcnt example of j ust th(lt strong ~nch through the vernacular which I 
wish to show, 

New concepts will always can for new forllls and new fo rms 
dcmand new structures, 
be the lunguage of that 
pression, 

Tile basis of new poetic fonDS will always 
age which demands of them its fullest ex-

In heal'ing the following poems please remember tl1at modern 
~try is not SiJ~'e-llS poetry in the llast has been, It is il~ 
~!Q.nsive by its defiwtion: to raise or enlarge'the imagin;: 
t ion to new arCAS of understanding. It says nothing of what shall 
be admitted, Nothing is ~eluded, How can it be t Every con­
ceivable thing is material for poct ry under the str llctural definition, 
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1\J,L THE FANCY TRINGS 

music and l)ninting and aU that 
'fhat's all t hey thought of 
in Puerto RiCQ in the old Span ish 
days when she was a girl 

So that now 
she doesll't know what to do 
with hersel f Rlone , 
and gt'owing old up here--­
G ('cen is g reen 
bu t tile tag ends 
of oldel' t bings, ma chere 
Illust withstand rebuffs 
from that which returns 
to the beginnings-
Or what! n 
clean air, lligh up, unoffended 
by gross odors 

BHILLIAN'l' SAD SUN 
Lee's 
Lunch 

S!)aghctti 
a Specialty 

and raw 'Villter's done 

Oysters 
Olams 

to a turn- Rest aurant: Spring! 
Ah, Madam, what good are your ihougl!ts 

l'Qmantic but true 
beside this gayety of Ule snn 
and that huge appetite ' 
Look! 
from a glass pitcheL' she serves 
clear water to the white chickell S. 
What are your memories 
beside t hat purity ' 
'rite empty pitcher dangling 

from hel' grip 
lJer coarse voice croaks 
Ban jor' 
And Patti, on her first concert tOur 
sang at your honse in Mayagliez 
and your hl'other was there 

What beauty 
beside your sadness-nod 
wllat sorr ow 
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ADAM 

He grew up by the sen 
00 a bot island 
inhabited by llegroes--mostly" 
There he buil t himself 
a boat and a separate r oom 
close to tIle water 
fOl' a piano on which he practiccd­
by sheer doggedness 
and strength of purpose 
striving 
like an Englishman 
to cmlllate h is Spanish f ."icnd 
and idol-the weather t 

Aud there lIe learned 
to play the flute-not Very well-

'fhellce he has drivCJ1_ 
out of Paradis~to taste 
the death that duty brings " 
so daintily, so mincingly, 
with sneh a noble ail'-
that enslaved him all his life 
the ."eafter-

And he left behind 
all the curious memories that come 
with shells and llUl'1"i canes-
tlle smclls 
and SOlUlds and glaudng looks 
tllat Latins know palong 
to bot"edom and 101lg torrid hours 
and Englishmen 
will never understand-whom 
duty has marked 
for special mention-with 
a t ."opie of its own 
and its own llCavy"winged fowl 
aud i10wers that vomit beauty 
at mid_night-

But the Latin llas turned l'omaoce 
to a purpose cold as i ce" 
H e never sees 
or seldom 
what melted Adam '8 knees 
to j elly and despair- and 
held them up poutifieally_ 

Underneath the whisperings 
of tropic nights 
thCl"e is a darkcl' whispering 
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tllat death invents especially 
for northern men 
whom the tropics 
have come to hold, 

It wouid have- been enough , 
t o know tbat never, 
n ever never. n ever would 
peace' come as the Slln comes 
in the hot islands, 
But thcl'c was 
a special hell besides 
",herr bla{'k :women lie wait ing 
for n boy-

Naked on a raft 
he could see the barracudas 
waiting to castrate b im 
so the saying went­
Ciremnstances take Ion gel'-

But bein'" :m Engli;;hman 
thou"'h h: had not lived in England 

'" "' -desde que (tvw- C11tCO atlOs 
he never turned back 
but kept a cold eye always 
on the inevitable end 
never wincing- never to tlnbend­
God's handyman 
going (Iuietly into hell's mouth 
for a pape l" of l'cfel"e}1ce-:­
fetching water to posterity 
a Bl'i tish passpor t 
always in h is pocket.­
lllulcback ove\' Costa n,ica 
eating pates of black ants-

.And the Latin ladies admired h im 
aud under their smiles 
darted the dagger of despail'­
in spite of 
a most thorollgh t l' ial­
founel hi.'; English heart safe 
in the l'oseatc steel. Duty 
the an gel 
which with whip in band . 

-along the low wall of paradise 
where they sat and smiled 
aud flipped their failS 
at him-
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H e never had but oue home 
Staring him in the eye 
coldly 
and with patience­
without a mW'illur, silently 
a desperate, unvarying silence 
to the unhurried last, 

EVE 
P ardon my injuries 
now that you are old­
F'orgive me my flw]n\"al'dnesses 
my impatience 
and short 1'c1>lie8-
I sometimes detect ill your face 
a p uzzled pity of me 
your SOIl-

I have never been close to you 
mostly your own fault; 
in that I am like you. 
It is as though 
you Iool;:cd dOll'll from above 
at me- Dot 
with what th ey would describe 
as pride but the same 
that is in me: a S01't 
of sham e that the wodd 
should see you as I see you, 
a somewhat inlantile Cl'eahH'e­
without subtIety-
defenseless. 
And because yOll are defenseless 
I too, horribly, 
take advantage of you, 
(as you of me) 
my mother, keep yon 
imprisoned-in 
the name of protecl"ioll \ 
when you wan t so wildly t o escape 
as I wish also 
to escape and leap into C1180iP' 
(whel'e 'I'ime lUIS 
not yet begun) 

When Adam died 
it came out clearly­
Not what commonly 
might llaVe been supposed but 
a demon, fighting for the fire 
it need~d to breathe 
to li've again, 
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A last chance. You 
kicked blindly belore you 
and nearly broke your leg 
against the metal-then sank 
exhausted. 
And that is the IIOnOl' 
of my guilt-and the sweetness 
even at this late aate 
in some kind of acknowledgement 
I realize why you wish 
t o communicate with the dead­
And it is again I 
who try to hush you 
that you shall not 
make a fool of yourself 
and have t11em stare at you 
with natural face&­
Trembling, sobbing 
and grabbing at the futile hands 
till a mind goes sour 
watchiug you-and flies off 
sick at the mumbling 
from whieh not-bi ng clearly 
is ever spoken-
It not so muel] frightens 
as sham.es me, I want to protect 
you, to spare YOll the disgl'aee­
seeing you rench out th&t way 
t o self inflicted emptiness-

As if you wer e not able 
to protect yourself-
and me too-if we did not 
11ave to be so gn8l'ded-

Therefore I make tbis last plea: 

Forgive me 
I 11a"e been a f ool­
and remain a fool. 
If you arc not already too blind 
too deaf, too lost in the past 
to know or to earo-
I will write a book about you­
making you live (in a boole!) 
as yOll ·will desperately 
want to Iiye--
to live always-unforgiving 
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I'll give you btandy 
or wine 
\vheuever I think you need it 
(need itl) 
because it whips up 
yonI' mind and your senses 
and hl'ings color to your face 
-to enkindle that life 
too coarse for the nsnal, 
that sly obscenity 
that fer tile darkness 
in which passion mates­
reflecting 
the lightnings of creatioll­
anll the moon-
"e'est fa viellesse 
inexorable ch 'arrive '" 

One would think 
you would be reconciled ,,.itll Time 
instead of clawing at Him 
that wny, terrified 
in the night-screaming out 
unwilling, Ullsppeased 
and without shame-

Might He not take 
that wasted carcass, cri ppled 
and defo t'mecl , that ruinecl face 
sightless, deafcned-
the color gone-that seems 
always listening, watchillg waiting 
ashamed ouly 
of that single and last 
degradatioll-
No. Ncvet'. 12efenseless 
still you would keep 
every accoutrement 
which He 1188 loaDed 
till it sball be tal'll f l'om -
your gt'asp, a final grip 
from those fingers 
which cannot hold a knife 
to cnt the meat but which 
in a hynotic ecstasy 
can so wrcnch a Iland ueld out 
to you that our bones 
crack under the lUHvontcd pressure-
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1'HE FLOWER 

A petal, colorless and without fO l"m 
the oblong towers lie 

beyond the Jow 11ill and Ilol,thwal'd the great 
bridge stanchions, 

small in the distan ce, havc appeared, 
pinkish and incomplete-

It is t Ile city, 
approaching over the I'ivel". Nothing 

of it is mine, but visibly. 
fot' all th at it is petal of a f1o,vel'-my own. 

It is a flower through which the wind 
combs the whitened grass and a black dog 

with yellow legs stnnrls eatillg from a 
garbage barrel. One petal goes eight blocks 

past two clmrclles and a brick school beyond 
the edge of the park wbere under trees 

leafless now, women llaving nothing else to do 
sit ill summer - to the small bonse 

in which I happen to have been born. Or 
a Ileap of dirt, if you care 

to say it, frozen and snnstreakecl in 
the January sun, retu rn ing. 

Theil lhey hand you-they who wish to God 
you'd keep your finger s out of 

tlleil' business- scie ll ce 01" phjlosophy or 
811ylhiug else they ca n find to throw off 

to d istract y Oll , But l1Iadame Lenine 
is a heneiact1·ess when ullder her picture 

in the papers she is quoted as saying: 
Children should be especially protected 

from relig ion. Another petal 
r eaches to San Diego, California where 

a lltuober of yOTlng men, New Yorkers most 
of them, are kicking up the dust. 

A Bowel', at its heart (the stamens, pistil 
etc.) is a naked woman, abont 38, just 

out of bed , w orth looki ng at both fol' 
Iler body and her milld and what she was seen 

and done. SI1C it was put me straight 
about the city when I said, It 
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makes me ill to see them rUll up 
a new bridge like that in a few months 

and I can 't find t ime even to get 
a book written. 'fhey have the power. 
that's ali, she replied. 'fhat's what yOll all 
want. If you can't get it, acknowledge 

at least what it is. And they're not 
going to give it to you. Qu ite r ight. 

F OI' yeol'S I've been tormen ted by 
tliat miracle, the build ings aU lit up----

unable to say anything mllch to the point 
thou gh it is the major sight 

of this region. But foolish to rhapsodize over 
striugs of ligbts, the blaze of a power 
ill which I have not the least part. 
Another petal reaches 

into the past, to Porto R ico 
when my mother was a child bathing in a small 

I'jve!' And splashing watOl' up on 
U1C yucca leaves to sec them roll back pearls. 

The SIlOW is hard 011 the pavements. 'f his 
is no more a l·omance than au allegory, 

I plan one thing-that I could press 
buttons to do the curing of or caring for 

the sick that T do laboriously now by hand 
for cash, to have the time 

when I am f resh, in the mornillg, when 
my mind is cleal' and burning-to wl'ite. 

CANCW N 

(Lupe'l'cio De A1"gemsola) 

.Alivia sus fatigas 
EI labrador cansado 
Cn8ndo su ycrta barba eSC8l'cha cubre, 
Pensnndo Cil las espigas 
Del Agosto abl·asado, 
Y cn los lagares rjcos del Octubl'c. 

The t ired wOI'J..'1nan 
Takes Jlis case 
When his stift be81"(1's all f rosted over 
Thinking of blazing 
.August's C01'n 

And the br imming wine-cl'ibs of October. 
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TO ELSU' 

The pure products of America 
go crazy-
mountain folk from K entucky 

or the ribbed north end of 
Jersey 
with its isolate lakes and 

valley, its deaf-mutes, thieves 
old naUles 
and promiscuity between 

devil-may-care men who have taken 
to railroading 
out of sheet" lust of adventure-

and young slatterns, bathed 
in filth 
from Monday to Saturday 

to be tricked out that night 
with gauds 
f rom imaginations which have no 

peasant traditions to give them 
character 
but Butter and Baunt 

sheerags succumbing' without 
emotion 
save numbed terrOl' 

under some hedge of choke-ebcny 
or viburnllIn-
which they cannot C:!'1)l'CSS-

Unless j t be that marriage 
perhaps 
with a dash of Indian blood 

will thr ow up a girl so desolate 
so hemmed round 
with disease or rum'del' 

that SllC'1J be l"csened by au 
agent-
reared by the state and 

sent out at fifteen to work in 
some hard pressed 
house in the suburbs-

some doctor's family, some Elsie­
voluptuous water 
c);"presshlg with broken 
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brain the truth about 119-

her great 
ungainly hips and flopping breasts 

addressed to cbeap 
jewelry 
and rieh young men with fine eyes 

all if the earth under onr Iect 
were 
an excrcment of some sky 

and we degraded prisoners 
destined 
to hunger until we cat filth 

while the imagination straius 
after deer 
going by fields of goldenrod in 

the stifling Ileat of September 
Somehow 
it seems to destroy us 

It is only in isolate flecks t llfl.t 
somcthing 
is given off 

No one 
to wibless 
and adjust, no oue to drive the car 

fif, in a work of art, it is by the nascent fOl'ln thaL the fullest­
and most timely significance is expressed- what function might not 
Latin America exel'cise toward the United Stales and Canada in 
this respect' ~nce us to Spanish and Portu~Ul.1t-" 
pure and simple, And if to that litcl'atlU'c, to make us familiar 
with its forms as contl·asted with our OWll. 

For instance: What lllfluence can Spanish have on us who speak 
a derivative of English in North Amcrica' To shakc us free for a 
reconsideration of the poctic li,!!2J 

You CIIU suggest to us that ;vc nre not EnglislL 'i'bat the Eliza· 
bethan triumphs, except fo t' their magnificence, concern us not at 
all. That is, in th eir fOl'lnal'quality they do not concern us, 

Specifically, by sllowing 11S a shorter. f01l1' stressed l~ther 
than the pentameter; by showing us a great dramatic talent, Lop£.. 
de Vega, who did not use the ia mbic pcntameter-give that hint 
'''hich w"1ll tend to free 11S to our own uses. 
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For in many ways 16th and 17th century Spain aud Spanial'os 
are nearer to ns in the United States today tllan, per4aps, England 
ever was. It is a point worth at least taking under consideration. 
We in t he United Stated are climatically as by lat itnde and weather 
much nearer Spain than E ngland, as also in the volatility of our 
spirits, in !'aeial mixture-much more like Gothic and Moorish Spain. 

Even more spccifically, we have a pr oblem before us in the United 
States to find a verse from that will be suitable for t he theatre. ~ 
We kuow it cau never be blank verse. Tft' may very well be th at biJ.U.s 
~nC£.l'o or at least 1;!Qpe's shorter, swifter ~e ,villl 
finally discover something more acceptable to o.uI' temperament, mau- ... 
ner of thought and spee~, 

We know wllat we should have but we don't know how t2.ft'et it. 
We how what we should do but we don't know how to do it. lIt looks 
as thougll om' 1 ay come not from within ourselv ut 
fIom.Jhe.....Qutsi~ 

.And ]£ everything else that I have said is wrong-headed, de­
structive to that precious soul of things which the true poet should 
cherisJt! If I have been mechanical and crass in my concepts, rely­
ing for my argument on mere techniques and materials...,.-WcU, in 
that case, from the old aud alien soul of America itself, may the 
r cliques of its ancient, its pre-Columbian cultmcs st ill kindle some· 
t hing in me that will be elevated, profound and common to us all, 
Americans. There is that path still open to us. 
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LA IMPORTANCIA DEL TRADUCTOR EN LAS RELACIONES 
LITERARIAS ENTRE LAS AMERICAS 

POI' ERNESTO MONTENEGRO, 

Auditorium de lao Uni versidad, 
Juevos, 17 de Ilbdl de 19n. 

1\Ii poncncia en esta grata reunion tiene que vel' COll la influencia 
de Ia traduccion en el comercio intelectual entre los pueblos, y mas 
pal'ticulal'lUente en el caso de las l'elaciones entre las Americas. Cua­
tro grandes grupos que hablall iugles, espaiiol, portllgues y frances 
formamos esta cOlllullidad de naeioncs, tan CCl'canas 1)01' una vecin­
dad de siglos, pero aisladas siempl'e porIa bal'l'era del idioma : muro 
impalpable, y sin embargo espeso y duro, que no s610 estot'ha la 
comunicacion de individuo a individuo, sino que ademas va Cl'eando 
fatalmeutc prevenciones antojadizas de pneblo a pueblo. POI' ra-
101les InU)' hnmauas, es dedI' sin 1'az6n apal'ente, los pueblos que fie 
mantiencn ell desconocimiento lUutno pasan pronto de La illdiferencia 
ull'ecelo, y del hecho de DO sabel' nada uno del OLro se desliZi'tn poco 
a poco a 1a eOllclusi6n de que seguramente hemos de estal' hechos 
de distillta arcilla- m8S fd:gil en ciel·tos casos, y POl' 10 tanto mtlY 
dclicada al con tacto; en otl'OS, de mas s6lida contextm u, perc i cuan 
rigida y l'efraeta!'ia l 

La traduccion tmsplIsa csa ban'era del lengnaje, Jlaciendola tl'8DS­
parente. 'l'l'aducir es haeer un acto de fe. Al verter una obra e."{­

t.l'alljel'a II nuestro pl'opio idioma no solnmente indicamos con eHo 
nuestl'lI confianza en la posibilidad de darle Ull ropaje apropiado en 
el lluestro, sino que en un sentido mas general confesamos nuestl'a 
adherellcia a Ia proposicion de que la naturaleza humfll1u, cualquiel'a 
que sea BU J)l'ocec1cncia, las ideas y el senti!' de ot1'OS hombres y mu­
jeres de origen remoto pOl' el tiempo 0 la (Hstancia enando estun ex­
pl'csados can vigor y sinceridad, pueden y deben sel.' compl'ensibles y 
hasta apasionantes pal'a otros SCl'es humallos. 

EI ideal sera siempl'e pOl' eiewto Begar a eompl'ender a los gl'andes 
escritol'es y poetas en la lengna original en que escl'ibiel'on, alcan­
zando can ellos hasta esa exquisita intimjdad en que 11llO eree asistir 
a In fOl'maeion de sus pensamientos. EI sello de sn genio esta en 
la justeza de su expl'esion, tanto como en Ja honesta desnuc1ez de su 
alma. Esa sensacion de 10 definitivo y 10 perfecto que l'ecibhnos de 

! 
45 



THE UNIVERSITY of PUERTO RICO 
BULLETIN 

SERIES XII- No.2 DII:CEMBElI: lU41. 

The First Inter-Americall Writers' CoIllereIice 
01 tbe University 01 Puerto Rico 

April 14-23, 19~1 

Primera COlllerellcia Illteramericalla de Escritores 
Universidad de Puerto Rico 

14-23 de abril, 1911 

PUBLISHED BY TH E U N IVERSITY 
RIO PIEDRAS, P. R. 



U be First !.!!1er·American Writers' Conference 
of tbe University 01 Puerto ~iC~j . 

April 14·23, 1911 

l 



p~\ 
\ ~\ 

.:t:5.5' 
,Q'1. ( 

THE FIRST INTER-AMERICAN WRITERS " CONFERENCE OF 
THE UNIVERSITY OF PUERTO RICO 

J. The Aims of the Conference. 
The First Inter-American Writers' Conference or the University 

of Puerto Rico, held from April 14--23, 1941, at the University, had 
two chief purposes. First, it aimed to stimulate an interest in 
writing among the students of the University or any others who 
wished to attelld. 'l'hrough direct contacts with the distinguished 
writers who attended, students of wI'iting obtained encouragemen t 
fol' their own efforts. F rom the public lectures 811d the round table 

I 
dh.cllssions, as weU as from private conferences with the leaders, the-y 
obtained practical advice about wri t.illg and publishing, AS well as 
the stimulus of the writers' personalities and pl'csence. The directors J of the Conference feel that these conta,cts with thc famous writers 

).. who wcre our guests were both inspiring and helpful to those wllo 
" took advantage of them . 
. ~ 'I'he second aim of tile Conference was to promote fuller under­

, ~ standing and mutual appreciation among the writeL's aud intellectuals 
of the American R~publics by bringillg togcthel' u group of the 
outstanding writers of Latin America and the United States in an . i atmosphere of fl'ienclly cooperation and gOod will. If thc countries 

.... of the Western Hemisphere, are to unite for \.he defense of their 
cultures and t raditions, the success of their efforts wil1 depend ill 

! 
large palt upon the mut"lls l uuderstalldjng aud esteem of the intel­
lectuals ot these countries. The First Inter-American 'Vriters' Con­
ference was a tangible and valuable contribution to this cause. 

k~ II. The Leaders. 
'rile following distiuguished writers from the Latin American 

Republics attended the Conlerence: 

Jorge Maiiach, Chairman, (Cuba). 
Ernesto :Montenegro (Chile). 
Mariano Pic6n-Salas (Venezuela ). 
Ciro Alegria (Peru ). 

From the Unitcd States the following famous writers attended: 

Robert Morss Lovett, Chairman. ' 
Morris Bishop. 
Archibald :Mac Leish. 
William Carlos WiUiams. 

3 

7 



! 
III. Ma1ltlScripts. 

Anyone interested in wl'iting was invited to submit manuscripts 
of any type of literary compos ition, either in Span ish or in English, J 
to the Manuscript 'Committee. The Committee selected the best 
manuscripts of each tYl)e and 'submitted them befol'e t1\C Conferencc 
to the approp riate lcadet's . . 'l'hey in turn read them all(l gave their 
criticism and advice to th e respective autllOl'S of the manuscripts, 
either privately or in the discussion groups . . Prizes consisting of 
copies of the works of ou l' famous \.Vloiter-guests were IH'esented to 
the authors of the best composition of each typc. 

IV. The Program, 
The publie was invited to attend the public lectul'es and the round 

table discussions. 'rhe lectll i'cs were very well attended, both by the 
students and the faculty of the University and by the gcneral public, 
The round table discuss ions proved to be Jively and intensely inter­
esting to th e stude~lts of writing who attended, Selected manu, 
scripts which bad been submitted by the students were read and 
criticized by the wl'iters conducting each group. 'I' he writers also 
discussed informally theh' own fields of writing with those present, 

Our distinguislled guests were also enter tained at numerous social 
functions by various civic and cultural organizations. They were 
given full oppol·tunity to become acquainted with PU ll-l'tO Rico th.rough 
these affairs and Lin-ongh exeUl'siOlls 011 the ishl}lCl. On the other 
hand t he writers And illtcUectuaIs of Puel'to Rico Jmd ample oppor­
tuuities of meeting them and establish ing contacts with them. 

The detailed program follows : 

UONDAY, .APRIL 14 

12: 30 P. ! L-Welcoming L uneheou- Mallol'CJui na Restaul'!illt. 
3: 30 P. J\L- Openillg Ceremony-University 'l' heatre. 
8: 30 P . J\L- Rcception at the Chancellor's Residence. 

'fUESDA Y, APRIL 15 

10: 00 A. M.-Airpillne trip over the Island, 
12: 30 p, M.-LI1lH:heol1 given by the Rotary Club of Sun Juan­

H otel Con dado. 
4: 00 E. Y.- Tea by Amer ican Association of University Women. 

Dl'. Jose M . Galludo'g residence. 
S: 30 P. M.- Leetul'e by Dl'. J orge Manseh: 

Perfil de .illadf­
University '1'heat re. 
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WEDN ~;SDAY, APRJL 16' 

10: 00 A. U.- Round-tabICl discussion. 
Leader: Dr, J 'orge l\[aiia'cb­
J.Jihl'lwy of lfostos Bni!ding. 

12: 30 P. ] L- Luncheon given by the Lions Club- Hotel Conclac]o. 

8: 30 P. ]:L-LectUl'C by "lillm C. Williams. 
At!. i ll/o,,,unl DiSCUSS IOn of aerie }I'onn­
Uuivel's ity 'fheatre. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 17 

10: 00 A. M.-Round·table discussion: 
Leader : WiJ!iam C, Williams­
TJibral'Y of Bostos Building. 

12: 30 P.1\f.- Lull cheon gi ven by El Ahmdo and "!l 61'/0 Rico ll1tS­
trado-Vil!n CapalTa. 

8: 30 p, hr.- Lecture by S r. J~rnesto ]fonteue"'I'o: 
La imporiallcia del traductor ~I h i! reilicioncs lite­

rarias en!r'c las Amerieas-
Universitr 'l'heatl'e. 

• FRID,\Y, ApRn~ 17 

9; 00 A . ~f.-Visit to the historical monumeuts of Siln J U811, 

2: 00 P. lU.-R.onnd-ta ble clieellss ioll: 
Leader: Sr, Mon tenegro. 
Library of lIostos Building. 

4; 00 P. M.-Receptioll givcn by the Instituto Ibcroomericano-Mis.'l 
Marla E. 1I1acll ln 's l'Csidence. 

8: 30 P ,llL-LcctHl'c by Al'ch iba lcl Mae Leish: 
The ".imerica1' '\V"iters (l1Id the New Tl'ol'ld­
University '1'heatl'e, 

S,\TURDAY, APR IL 1 9 

10 : 00 A. ?If - Round-tl\ble discussion: 
Leader: AI'eh ibald Mae T.Jeish­
Lihl'fl.l'y of Efostos Building. 

3: 00 p , H .-Lecture by M:ol'l'is BisllOP: 
Ho!/) to. Write a B iogt'U1Jhy­
Ulllvel"Slty 'I'heatt'e. 

Su~m.\Y, ApRIL 20 

7: 00 A.1'-L- Exeursion to Conmo/ Springs, 
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MONDAY, APRIL 21 

3: 00 P. M.-Round-tablc discussion: 
IJeadcl': Morris Bishop­
Library of BosLos Building. 

4: 00 P. M:.-'l'ea by the Women Graduates Association of tlle Univ­
crsity of Puelto Rico---
"Mrs. Andreu de Aguilar's r esidence. 

s: 30 P. rd.-Lecture by Dr. Robert Morss Lovett: 
Shakespeare in Relal10n to Ms Age; and presenta­
tion of The Tamitlg of the SMew by studcnts of the 
Depart.ment of English. 
Assembly Hall. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 22 

2: 00 P. M.- IJcctUl'c by eiro Alegria: 
Oomo St hace tt11G novela-­
Univcrsity Theatre. 

4: 00 P. M.- Receptioll given by the Ateneo pucI·torriqueiio. 

8; 30 P.1If.-Lectmc by Mariano Pic6n-Salas: 
01clo de la 1l1Odet'na poesill V wezolana, 1880----1940-
University 'rheutre. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23 

10: 00 A.lIf.- RoUlld·table discussion: 
Leadcr; Sr. Pic6n-Salas­
Library of Hostos Building. 

8: 30 P. M.- La }~ i csta de Ia Lengua Espanola and closing cere­
monies- Un iversity Theatre. 

v. Exhibiti"" of Pu'''o Ri,an A" and Books. 
During the days of the Conference an exhibition of Puerto Rican 

art and books was held. JJ1 the Puerto Itican Room of the University 
Library the exllibition of Puerto Rican books, in charge of Miss 
Margarita Walsh, the Librarian of the Puerto Rican Collection, was 
well attended and proved of special interest to the visit iug writers. 

The E xhibition of Puerto Rican art, in cha rge of :Mrs. Matilda 
Perez de Silva, was held in the lobby of the University Theatre, 
where it was seeu by all who attended the lectures, as weU as by 

the many who came at other times. 
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VI, The Oem/ere11cB Organization. 

O'meera: Houory President : Govcrnor Guy J. Swope, 
President; Dr. Juan B. Soto. 
Vice-Presidents: Dr. Jose M. Gallardo. 

~rl'. Enrique Ortega. 
Chairmen of the 
Conference; Dr. Jorge -Manach. 

Dr. R-obert Morss Lovett. 
Executive Director: Dr. Frederick O. Bissell. 
Director of Publicity: Mrs. ]:[una L. de 1o.fuuoz Marin, , 

Committees: Central Committee. 
Chairman: Dr. }I~l'cderick O. Bissell. 

l\"Irs. M,:Jl!lIi"L. Munoz Marin. 
Mr. DomillgQ ·Boneta. 
Dl'u. Concha Melendez. 

Program Committee. 
Chairman; Dr. Frederick O. Bisscll. 

Dl'8. Concba Melendez. 
Sr. n afael W. Ramirez. 
Ml'. Jose Gueits. 
Mr. Rllfael Rivera Otcro. 
Dro . Margot Aree. 
Mr. George Wan'ck. 

~ Publicity Committee. 
Chairman; 1\11'8. ¥una Ly de Muiioz Marin. 

Mrs. Mary Anffant. 
Mr. Charl es Mc Cabe. 
Mr. WiUiam O'Reill y. 
Mr. Harwood Hull. 
Mr. Gustavo Agrait. 
Mr. Roscndo Chevremont. 
Miss Cynthia Wade. 
Mr. Angel Luis Morales. 

Committee Oil Arrangements. 
Chairman: MI'. Domingo Boneta. 

M.·s. ~.1lma-L. de Muiioz Marin. 
~h. Guy W. AshfOl·d . 
Dra. Margot Arce. 
DrR. Josefb18 Rodriguez L6pez, 
MI'. Cesareo Rosa Nieves. 
Mr. Lidio Cruz Monclova. 
MI'. Frederick N. Sackett. 
Mr. William Power. 
Mr. l\fa rio B. Rodriguez. 
Mr. Juall P. Blanco. 
1\11'. Pablo, Garcia Diu 
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Entertainment Committee. 

Chairman: Dra. Collcha MeJ~ndez . . 
Mr. Enrique Ortega.. 
Mr. Jose Gueits. 
1\liss Maria K Machin. 
Mrs. Margaret N. Besosa. 
Mr, Emilio Col6n. 
MI'. Ram6n Sa.nchez. 
Mrs. Lucille K. Ramirez. 
rrIrs. Domitila D. Belaval. 
Mrs. Juan B. Soto. 
Mr. F elix Alegria. 
Mr. Jamil GaHb. 

Committ ee ?n llfalluscz·ipts. 

Chah'man: Drn. Coneha Melendez. 
Mrs. M:nna L. de Munoz :Matin. 
Mr. 'thomas Hayes. 
Dra. Margot Arce. 
Dr. B.uhen del Rosario. 
Dr. Tomas Blanco. 
l'lIr. :Maurice Segall. 
?If.t .• George R. Wanek. 
Dr. Francisco Manrique Cabrera. 

Committee for the Exhibi tion of 

Puerto Rican Art and Books. 

Chairman; Uiss J Ctsefinn del' Taro. 
Mr. Rafael W. Uam frez. 
Mrs. Matilde Perez de Silva. 
Mr. J. C. Thomas. 
Miss Margarita Walsh. 

• 

Dr. Sebastian GonzAlez Garcia. 
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VII. The Public Lect1Ire!. 
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